BMC to CMC Questions and Answers

for UKAS accredited laboratories

Q :  What is this change?

A:  We are changing the term used to describe a laboratory’s measurement capability from BMC (Best Measurement Capability) to CMC (Calibration and Measurement Capability). 
Q: Why is this change being made?

A:  This change was agreed by ILAC (The International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) with BIPM (Bureau International Poids et Measures)  in order to harmonise the practices of the NMI (National Measurement Institute) community and the accreditation community.

Q: Do I have to recalculate my uncertainties?

A: No, the calculations are unchanged.  Only the words describing the capability are changing.

Q: What is UKAS going to do about this?

A:  We will change the term used on your Accreditation Schedule over the next few months to use the term CMC instead of BMC.  The change will be undertaken by the end of 2010.
Q: What do I have to do?

A:  You should change the term used in any advertising or other literature from BMC to CMC.  It is expected that your next review or reprint would address the change. You should not change your calculations as a result of this change.
Q: Is the assessment or surveillance programme for my laboratory affected?

A:  No, this will continue unaffected, except that assessors will expect to see the term CMC increasingly in use, rather than BMC.

Q: Are BMC and CMC really the same?  How can I be sure?

A: The definitions used by the two communities were already aligned.   CMC describes the realisable measurement capability of a laboratory and includes the attributes of a relatively ideal artefact being calibrated.  The details are shown on the ILAC Circular and the EA Announcement contained in the UKAS BMC CMC Pack. 
Q: Are the Calibration Certificates I issue affected?

A:   No, the uncertainty of measurement quoted on your certificates issued to your customers will remain unchanged as will the term “Uncertainty of Measurement”.
If the certificates you issue do, exceptionally, mention BMC then you should change the term to CMC by the end of 2010.
Q:  Can I continue to refer to BMC?
A: You should now phase out reference to BMC and replace it with CMC.  It is expected that laboratories will change any references in documents as they are reviewed, replaced or reprinted.

Q: Will customers continue to accept my certificates?

A:  Yes, this does not affect the certificates you issue which contain your Uncertainty of Measurement.  Your CMC is agreed between you and UKAS.  It describes your assessed capability achievable under near ideal conditions and with a relatively ideal artefact being calibrated.  Your certificates are not affected as they show the uncertainty of measurement for the calibration involved.  Your customers, testing laboratories and others such as product certification bodies should find this change wholly acceptable and should note that your assessed capability is unchanged.  All EA Accreditation Bodies are changing the terminology by end 2010.
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